
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Immediate Release 
 

Ameriflight Signs Intent to Purchase Agreement with 
Sabrewing Aircraft for 35 VTOL Air Cargo Drones 

 
Oxnard, CA – February 14, 2023 – Ameriflight, the nation’s largest Part 135 Cargo airline, 
announces signed letter of intent to purchase 35 VTOL air cargo drones from Sabrewing 
Aircraft Company, Inc., a U.S. corporation designing and producing a new generation of 
regional cargo UAV that offers high-efficiency, all-weather operation with vertical landing 
and takeoff (VTOL) capabilities. The agreement is for the Rhaegal-A aircraft, also known 
as “Alpha”, the world’s best-in-class, highest fuel and maintenance efficiency cargo UAV 
on the market. Ameriflight expects to take delivery following type certification of the 
aircraft. 
 
The Sabrewing partnership and Rhaegal-A purchase will enable Ameriflight to enter into 
new business opportunities in distribution center logistics. Using the VTOL capabilities to 
carry over a ton of cargo to off-airport alternative landing zones, the new cargo aircraft 
will allow Ameriflight to aid customers in developing a faster and more efficient warehouse 
distribution network. For Ameriflight, this will be a complementary service, not replacing 
their current flying operation, aircraft, or pilots. The company’s goal is to build diversified 
aviation services, and this fits well with that vision. 
 
“In looking to the future, adding this advanced aircraft to our portfolio will complement our 
fleet and increase our assortment of assets, allowing us to expand our service areas 
through the development of warehouse distribution operations,” said Ameriflight 
President and COO Alan Rusinowitz. “With a payload capability of 2,000+ pounds, the 
Rhaegal-A is perfectly suited for the medium lift category operation. Sabrewing’s record-
setting technology guiding Rhaegal-A as the world’s first autonomous cargo aircraft 
capable of both vertical and conventional take-off is an incredible milestone, and we are 
excited to partner with them on this new fleet.” 
 
“We’re committed to developing advanced, versatile, and efficient air cargo solutions with 
our best-in-class Rhaegal aircraft that maximize on long range, payload capacity, and 
sustainable fuel efficiency to successfully deliver on a range of cargo missions,” explained 
Ed De Reyes, CEO of Sabrewing. “We’re excited to be at the forefront of autonomous 
innovation and to have Ameriflight at our side, with this new agreement marking the 
Alpha’s first American launch customer.” 
 
Sabrewing’s Rhaegal-A aircraft achieved its first hover flight in September 2022 while 
lifting a record-setting payload of 829 pounds. The company is in the process of initiating 
the aircraft’s production line, with first deliveries expected to take place in the first quarter 

https://w3.ameriflight.com/
https://www.sabrewingaircraft.com/
https://www.sabrewingaircraft.com/


of 2024. Innovation in design allows the Rhaegal-A aircraft the ability to use sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF) reducing carbon emissions by up to 80%, while maintaining the 
efficiency to fly cargo between facilities four times faster than can be driven and land in 
locations other aircraft cannot, eliminating the added cost of airport transfer of cargo. The 
new fleet will be used to support Ameriflight’s new business opportunities, primarily for its 
expedited supply chain services.  
 
This marks Ameriflight’s second agreement to purchase autonomous aircraft after having 
signed with Natilus just last month on the purchase of its Kona aircraft, a 3.8-ton payload, 
short-haul feeder uncrewed aerial vehicle. Ameriflight intends to use both fleet types in 
tandem with their current operation.  
 
About Ameriflight: 
Ameriflight is the nation’s largest Part 135 cargo airline. Founded in 1968, Ameriflight has grown 
from a small air charter and cargo service carrier to an international operator with 14 bases, 1,500 
weekly departures, and 200 destinations. The company is headquartered in Dallas, TX and has 
more than 500 employees including over 150 pilots and over 100 aircraft. Ameriflight provides 
feeder services for overnight express carriers, as well as on-demand cargo charter services for 
customers with an array of priority shipping needs through its Expedited Supply Chain Solutions 
department. For more information, visit us at ameriflight.com. 
 
About Sabrewing Aircraft Company: 
Sabrewing Aircraft Company was founded in 2016 and built the prototype aircraft in Hayward, 
California. The Sabrewing team has over 78 years of aircraft design and manufacturing 
experience, and the flight test team has over 145 years of flight test and certification experience 
with the FAA, EASA, CAA, Air Transport Canada, and several other regulatory agencies. 
Sabrewing’s development partners have provided an additional 46 engineers of all disciplines, 
making the Rhaegal aircraft the best-designed, best-in-class vehicles in the sky. For more 
information visit: www.sabrewingaircraft.com  
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